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e avs and (bake — 5 
* ee | 
"ters," Up, get d cut of this ph 
of: 1h Lird du, dee this od 85 

. he Jeamed as one et mocked a 


| HE hiſtory: to ey le 
Do A — belong is as. follows: 
Lot, the brother's ſan of A+ - 
bdraham, had for: ſame. time 
adwelt, with þis.. family. un 
Dl Sodom /;, the inhabitants of: 
— together with thaſ of the neigh» 
bouring omorralsy were become infamous 
for when wickedne(s; It is faid ch. xitt« 33. 
the men of Sodom were wicked and finſters; 
before the Lord exccadingly,1 The county: 
round about it is deſcribed: as particularly. 
fine and fruitful, W qwatered every were, 
2 even 


41 


even as the garden of the Lord. ver. 10, and., 


wha bern too commo 
_ SE 


Providence had 5 with, bad peer 


abuſed D weir 
ners, Ezek, xvi. + This "pas (the 
inaquity of Fo a, Ft of bread, and. 


abunaance idleneſo was in her and ber daugh- 
ters, neither did ſhe ſtrengtben the hand of he 
poor and needy ; they wert hungbry und com- 
mitted abomivations en Lord, and a- 
8 mong the reſt the a ation” which has 
* ever line taken its name from this vile 
| For this God. had determined to deſtroy this 
city, and to do it ſueh an awful FA 
; vengeance as thould be # warning to All 4. 
_ world of His diſpleaſure againſt Shen fins. 
Jude 7. Sodom and Gombrrab, and the. cities 
about them, giving themſekves over to fornica- 
tion, and going after ſirange fieſh, are ſet forth 
as an example, ſuffering the vengeante of cer 
nul fire, a fire miraeulouſſy oo heaven, 
vrhich brought abſolute and E De- 
ſtruction on thoſe cities and their inhabitants. 
But Lot not having been a partaker with 
them in their fins; probabl having born his 
teſtimony againſt them; the Almighty ge- 
a Sgped de fag him from the intended ruin: 
0 For this purpoſe he ſends him two angels, 
** 0 let him know what the divine determin- 
W. Autien wäasg änd to order him 7% fly n his 
furs _ * . 8 "Whatever - eſſe 9: 


I. | 
— — * 
* - - 


« #4 


- tells us, bat be fem, to bis eus 2 in yt 4 


9D Mi 


40 him out of che devoted place... Lot, nox 
being diſobetlient. to the Wvine. fammons, 


5 8 fly; and out of 


527 to his 
fatnily, and thoſe who Were; of were likely: 
be be, connected with it, he gives t9 then 


N . 
4 Bi s Ih Ia, and ſoid, get ye of 
this ce, for the Lord wilt Dir 


the angels "had faid in the aſt” night's Con- 
verſatign, and urged their ſpeedy remoy 
in the "moſt preffing terms, but the hiſtc 


one char mocked.” | 
pot wink che} is.got, 
e a to irppoſe on 
4 8 then wich apprehenſions for 
which he hinelf knew there was no 77 25 
dation; from his general character, and thei 
own. connexions with him, they had reaſon 
to think hirn Incapable 00 en them in 
= ſent ; bar 5 thy ina imagined he w 
ys 0 terrors that were 'only 
vi d hg deſtruction by fire frotm heayert 
was fo much 7 of. the common 
b of Ne. chat they thought there 
ok de nothing at all in it. "Tis 1 likely his 
words ſeemed ts them (as is (aid on another 
occuſion) 4s idle tales, and he femed 1s 
them as ont that mocked in, endeavouting 
o poſſeſs them with che belief of ching 
which were only the effects 'of dotage 25 
an 


4 = 


No doubt he gave them an Sone c wt 


Lo $8 - 


a old "man's OT ; 3 they ty fake” 
IC e Whole tay 7 ridicule, .and made 
ih | N of the LPR company they went 


Inf gouid fo train the, 
er was Certain 
0 5 1 g e e L 
* er een that ſoch A ju ment 
ll che city, it was the, malt tẽrri- 
that "could be well conceived. 
A s as danger. at all, Was 
PE. Wu udgmept', would ſoon. 
ion. He who | gave d an the 


Zan ag whs . Pn of, b Ad 5 

on for T them, an en 

a defire p ve their, liv 9 un re moye him. 

x wht e did: Beſides, if Sodom. Was 

fu 1 and chere was. a 
[ in 8 ho faw reſented them, 

might rea My duce nem to. pay ſome. 


3 11 55 atteſtatjo EX 
5 bs fignal a 2 775 mY power w D 
Ch ang ba s had 1 e e juf — that 1 


mean of blind the men of the city, 
50 ha 1 about Lats houſe to 

gueſts in order to, abuſe ng 

They 9950 10 le done this were, able to do 

518 and the ſons | in law- of. Lot, oupht” | 

io have cane el e h way tn progn noſtic 

e wy W e Was t * 


How 


7 

How is their contempt of Lot's declara- 
tion to be accounted for? Siirely Lot's ha: 
ing given, or defignin to give them his 
— in marriage, e us to 
ſuppoſe” that they were {urtk as deeply in 
«bomihations as the reft of the city; Put 
ſuppoſing the beſt; — — are not fe 
iy bad; are not every e 
be; being youn 4 N is 0 el 
had fallen . wird many oF the 9 NNE 
the place, und being enervated 
aſe and indblence, they would not e 
a fact they wet&foinwilling (ould be true; 
buoyed themſelves up with 4 notion that ppl 
had Is littfe natural probability; and of 


there appeared no preſent -1ig ti or 9 0 
would never comę to! 


treating thie warning rich 1 8 
ſtaid in Sodom, ſu 


and daughters to — Bet any 
| ſhared the fate of that wicked place, 


after lighting ſuch a frien EF | 
well defer Ire ge. | * 11 


* 241 
The text and the h i beben 
will naturally = e ts to ſt 0s £ 

vi al oben : ſuch — 7 
mighty is highly diſpleaſed al 

in in fee as be wicked rd | 

come great and general tlie divine 5 

ment of it is ene and ſevere will be 

the —_— wil take, unleſs tepentante 


* 2 4 2 pre ent 


3 * 


with fin, it is as evident 26 that he! 18 a pun 


moral government over his reaſonable crea | o 


134 
That . all Gin „% 


22 e while, with, ſinners, 
ce — his deſeryed 


Hl 
ES 


Ke in. In whatcyer way 
op IK warniog.to ſinnexz, 
N Pp to. attend 
it is gen 

in W 
5 has la ng concern.—But that 
Rpt ta pl lights the py which 


on 
15 5 for TIL _ ion wegle® 


obfervations. I ſhall open god Aus F a 
mx wi e enen, dom ab am able, and E F 

ve them ſo as. to | 
F , 
e * 546 | 
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e e 
hs highly diſpleaſed with all fin, = pro- ? 3 

as 92008 of men axe. great and 921 ; 
e e 


and holy Being, and that he exerciſes, any, 


ne. Sin is a virtual inſult ou all t, 
| | - per: 6 a 4 | 
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* alb mankind exceppdheGightobs Nemk and: 


his farhily'; Anf an ch f S9] /WhJ˖,jjñM 
was deſtroyed by fite from hexen, the qea 
ſon of. that awfal procdure vf Providence; 
vans checuuſe the rr lo Sodom and Gomorrah! 
was grvat, and then m aua ur bus. We 
are ſunk into an uge that is far gon in at- 
temps to confoirnd and 3 
diſtinctions betwern good and eve Vice 
and wickedneſs in fr refine umes have 
been taken undet the patronage und ſlielter 
of a ſer of philoſophers, who tell ſus chat 
good and evil are equally indifferent and e- 
qually neceſſary: Bue Prov idende das always 
taken care to conflite theſe impiuub maxim 
and — will: There is a detiormc-: 
ed againſt thoſe vho c good edi dil 
good, and they are poker of das ding the 
tame thing as if they pft An⁰rlne HN far. ae 
and light for dartnifs, Blutes for fer; 


ſweet for bitter," I. v.220""How happy is. 


t that men's conſciences are too hard for all 
their philoſophy : The Godwin ever 
frovens upon men's wickedneſs ; A fre fian 
that the God Wir and the: Sd Aνν 
does tlie ſame: ſimmers albu fell an ind 
wardiremorſe and eòmpunco in propor- 
tion to the ſenſe * vidatne the 
law off God written in their Hearts?! In the 
Scripture the diſpleaſùre of God againſt fin 
is written as with the pen®oftadiameond\ 
There we'fee fins and judgments follqtving 
_ 6 each 


cach the? as the. bnd lars the ſybſtapce, 
or any-efttrits' natural cauſe;,.. In,the cala- 
| mities anfetrapblesrwhich God. has, braaght 
upon peqple, ſin is. generally rehte 
there as the deſerving e 
r terokedneſs, corrrets them, and, th 
| — them and if they ws 
brought to repentance and a beiter mind, 
| the 8 Sorin tell: us of an aw ſul future {tate 
— of God againſt ſin, and 
Gee cohſequences are * 10 felt e for 
ever. o Saidil wr" cs "813% 
„ Sind ad et. 1205B8 1 ; 
* Thokrdairevel:thiat, pꝛovoking 2s all fin is 
tw-almſzhty; Gad, he — W Goners, 
andlis not 4pecdy inexecuting- his de erw ed 
rait upon chern: — proof. of this 
invthes manner of Gag's; dealing with the 
wickets cities ef Sadom and Gomorrah. 
Nr x ty c cuẽmja before the Lord, for their 
fn" Wes ugrievous;.! Their provocations were 
thgrantz:and-:none::of them could be hid 
ftonhis all- ſceing eves; but he is repre- 
ſented pa3-ſending down (by his angels) to 
know: whether; their fins were as great as 
the cryſpoke them to be. The almighty 
8 ufter the manner of men: Sending 
af: n was an act that would take up 
ſqme tima; and this way of repreſenting the 
tine conduct is deſigned to expreſs God's 
lenithnand patience; nay to give us the 


erna idea of this, Abraham js repre- 
* B 2 ſented 


pats eee fall come ap: 
2 2 . 885 and con 2 thee round, and. 


[ 121 
. dented us intreating repeatedly” for Sodem, 
and God, on his intercoſſion, brings the 
— — n pemiſe to 
- ſpare che city, if ſo many as ten righsccus 


Wend be found in Maino fi ays 


2 God-appeared to the 
— patience of Co 


vaited the iwwhich Noah was 
preparing:therack, and by th. 
as by being a preacher of 1 | 
giving them warning. _ How long 40 he 
dear with his Iſrael ? 
with what reluQance Joes be the 
Jud 22 them ne- 
nn ir correftion.andpuniſhment: 
aſter -- warnings. by the mouths of 
his prop 1 


he at laſt ſent his ſan; who came to: lit own 
and bis own: recria bin ne and even 


when by. tlieir rejection oſchim . 
filled up the meaſure of. their iniquity, and 
Were ripe for aa 


incarnate mercy 

15 bib pet ſon uf Jefus- a city that 
culd not (ayer. Eukexiz. 4144+ ood 
5 fie 4 Came” ncar,. be beheld. the. ai ar 
| % , 1 clan bud ku, e. 
ese ath Lach 1 14. tbis ii day. the unis 


* OPS: 0th Face; att m they. are 


tk Hh - beat thine ciemies 


keep 
er OWTy / * and ſhall lay ther even 
| With 


"1s 1 


| gs lhe CA Wer 

8 deſpair of deine Mere 
_ * q | zen nee 

any furili er ſarvige. God * . pa hi 


* 
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eee & witneſs: among mankind. 
8 = hv been men who 
God and rndenvourvd 


Yn nigh 2 bs general: impiety of 


times e — 
S 
p.05 — aha — el, and 
. en u * wic lit 
"itrmftt; and Jewel big peqple abein tram i- 
greſſions. and the * of Jan unbeir int. 
II. Iviu, 1. True th Pr had 
generally but little fed? d End by 
"the fetbrds 1 are left hbwetorbiblg aft! 
Faye gent the + fd ef God im their 1 


r +tetininy: for Gl 
Had been among them When 

. the world 
5 | or edit Means of light and 
ir ig che Deer 
1 world, calling finn to pentanee; and 
| inviting them into that kingdom of grace 

8 Which he ange eremamengnmnen ; and 


When he waslinonHote 1 world, but 
aſeended bn bl he * 


e e e paſtors / and: teacherꝭ to 
on. che 


moans of the 

Fs e e chiiltfary qhurch, the 
— eee and ſenſe of religion 
— 55 anruled by the ſpread of the goſpel 
| wortd, God! Has —— provided that 
walt b ſome ur leaſt ho Uilk enden: 
. your” 7 warning to mankind, to turn 


> ſinners 


[ 15 J 
finners-froto theiteromy/of their Ways and 
(ayer Aube death. of nd when theft 
fail; vr (al thibitccatlierarinatfetiughads αιν 
takes! dbleeintocihadiewntbandh ond 
' (away by teefilbleitiing ied wg ly 
tedi 2 — —ů ge 
A Breen Birks: 
brig wee, . 


to 53 «thetic Lot i 
bis 10 gran cotpefineſy he 
[ro pres Fee baron orig helen — 
aldæſtructiot ce upon Saqem a 

haitakikchem f = af i Mus thei ebase 
to hunal attended 40 hum with & feriqufneſ 
ith which be ſpaker ddt Was 
movin: thing, it was their life , And 
withy eqbab Hriouſneſs mould the 2 
af and an everlaſting ſtate „be at · 
tendetio to, when with eon to them any 
advides' and warnings are given. The con- 
cerns af religion and future pet peingtare 
of-alb things' the-miodf ſerious :;: And: what 
makes: therm fo are thefſeairwe: — 
1-12 Thuy are things bf ihe moſt, abgoubt- 
ed truth. : mined os | dt D air 

- 277T6ftrus,] ben are of the; greateſt, mo 
ment anb importance JJ 

517 Are things. esche ol aotigult- 
ed truth. Did angels give notice o ys of 
TN e 


— . — 


5 


112 


ker 


II7777 


is 


11 


wrath to come, and to open the ki 
of heaven for all that believe in him 
we ought to wall W as to pleaſe God, be- 
cauſe he hath left us his divine inſtructions, 
and his own example to teach us 
how to do it. But beſides all theſe exter- 
nal evidences of the reality of reſigion, it 
Has an in ward witneſs in the breaſt of every 
man. There is an heart- written law of 
God, which the moſt wiſhful infidelity can 
never obliterate ; and that is the reaſon why 
profeſſed unbelievers, to the eternal ſcandal 
A 

* uch 


[215 J 


fuck bog and feats, when they bare 
conie cd 1 82 «rant experiment, 


have found themſelves e rig into . | 
ſeeh ſtats“ N | 3.1 755 . en | 
i N yg of che Tögethits of 
relt ale ts of the * 
J's REN 7 0 20 be fi ure,' if there iv 
RELA THets N ve un For 
ver abut thEwholeof obf- 
MIRAGE WE reef. Abd eres 
whatever: cotinfalss & Wartings are gen! 
mafikinck itt F u theſe concerns, it 
mt de nc Alt spite that they 7 
to be 57 ale to.” hee Gas 
2 55 be perfect 1 1 
** Aibtept and "{ejous. a8 chen con- 
cerns Até, tis but too common for thoſe to 
wh attention they are propoſed, to treat 
them "ſlightly. 80 the Pits it. law of Lot 
treatech tHe iccount he gave them of Sodom's 
approachitg deſtruMion? His words exprefs 
2 5 Wat 3 and vehemence, and no doubt 
$ accent and mfantter of ſpeaking them 
be) able to” oh of the matter. 
F ny ii 70 n 5 Und that "mdbked. He 
"but they "Fig t at him; a pic- 
40 this of the ange in 5 hich all Saen 
from "Ave and an account? abont gangs 
gious Loncerns ate very often treated by 
mankifd. There have been feoffers in all 
ages; hat, I boſieve, the higheſt * 
8 S 


32” * 
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of this character is the ſeandal of out o-, 
and that in which we exceed all former 
times. N | 

Talk to ſome of the eſſential differences 
between, good and evil, the accountableneſs 
of men to God, and the retributions of a 
future world, we ſeem to them as people 


that mocked: They do not think there is a 


word of truth in all theſe things; their 
mighty wiſdom has found out that they are 
only tales of the nurſery, and the prejudices 
of education: The ſoul is nothing but a 
xeculiar modification of matter; heaven and 
ell are only dreams, and the Goſpel meer- 
ly a cunningly deviſed fable. They laugg 
at the credulity of thoſe who believe theſe 
things; and ink it a great ſtretch of cha- 
rity to ſuppoſe that thoſe who talk them 
to the world are not at the bottom as great 


unbelievers in them as themſelves. 


So to others, who profeſs to have à re- 


gard for religion as a matter of truth, and 
What opght not by any_ means to be quite 


neglected; talk to them of its ſpirituality and 
great extent; tell them that all fin muſt be 
avoided, and all appearance of evil abſtain- 


ed from; that they muſt attend the worſhip 


of God, and live a life of habitual devotion; 


be exact in their walk, holy in all manner 


of converſation; be ſober, pure, martified 
to this preſent world, and abound in all the 


fruits of righteouſneſs you ſeem as one 


that 


1191 

chat mocked : They do not underſtand why 
there ſhould be all this ſeverity and preciſe- 
neſs : They know religion better than thoſe 
who dreſs it up in ſuch a gloomy form: Is 
not God a merciful Being, and what i the 
uſe of mercy if there are no fins for mercy 
to overlook ? They are under the grace of 
the goſpel, and they underſtand their chriſ- 
tian liberty better than to be led with ſo 
ſtrict a rein. Once more 6 

Go to others; to the man of pleaſure, to 
the man of buſineſs, or to the young man 
rejoicing in his youth; tell any of theſe the 
weight and moment of eternal things, and 
withall their nearneſs; life being ſo preca- 
rious, death at the door, which is to be fol- 
jowed by an awful judgment, — you 
ſeem to them as one that mocked: They can 
none of them deny the thing itfelf to be 
right; but why, ſay they, ſhould there be 
{o. much hoſte and hurry ? Let me, fays the 
man of the wo:1d, firſt make up my ſum; 
let me, ſays the man of pleaſure, finiſh this 
excurſion ; let wy heart cheer me in the 
days] of my youth, ſays he who has youth 
and many days in proſpect ; and ſurely, ſay 
they all, we have tiene enough for this 
then we will take your good advice: Then 
I will take up and be ſober, ſays the de- 
bauchee ; then will I become an honeſt man 
ſays the ſharping knave of buſineſs ; and 
then, ſays the covetous man, will J try if 1 

* 8 cannot 


20.1 
cannot do one deed of charity; till then: 
they all deſire to be excuſed, and you ſeem 
to mock them in counſeling them to act a 
better part. | 

Jn theſe ways, and many more that might 
be thought of, bad men ſlight the warnings 
that are given them; ſome laugh quite out 
whenever they are talked to with any ſeri- 
ouſneſs; but there is a ſecret air of cunning 
in all ſin; All ſinners treat thoſe Who give 
them warning as though they thought there 
was a deſign to mock and make fools of 


them; but the truth of the caſe is, they 


only impoſe on and make fools of them- 
ſelves: Which leads me to the. | 


VIch. and aſt obſervation from the words, 
which is, that thoſe wha light the ſerious 
advice which by any, means or inſtruments 
God is pleaſed to give them, will find the 
neglect to end ruinoufly for themſelves: as 
truly ſo as Lot's ſons in law ſlighting his 
well- meant warning did for them; who 
ſüghting his friendly advice periſhed in the 


rain of fire and brimſtone from heaven 


which came upon that city. 
Religion is a thing ſuited to the priginal 
ſtructure and all the great principles of 


human nature: 'Tis ſo agrecable to truth 


and nature that if theſe words are w_7 


underſtood, it is nothing elſe... Let me a 
you, whether it is not natural that you ſhould 


honour 


[ 2x ] 

honour 4nd; love your parents, who!ugdek 
God were the authors of your beings, and 
who have endeared themſelves tq you by 
the numberleſs offices and cares to. which 
their concern for you has prompted them : 
Is it not ſuitable to your character and to 
cheirs, to your natural ſubordination to them, 
that you ſhould obey them ?. when you have 
ſo much reaſon, eſpecially, to belieye that 
their authority is exerted in ſubſerviency to 
your advantage? And is 4t not as natural (pro- 
rly ſpeaking) for reaſonable creatures to 
E ve and obey their heavenly father? eſpe- 
cially when all his requirements are agreea- 
ble 2 the place they hold in the world, to 
their ſubordination — himſelf, the great Fa · 
ther and Lord of all, and? are adapted to 
promote, their own happineGs, as ell, as 
chat of all other beings; with whom they are 
or may he connected? Above all, have they 
not tlie greateſt of all motives to this when 
they haye ſuch: encouragement to hope that 
after having fulfilled their ſhort day of love | 
and humble duty in this world, he defigns 
to remove them to endleſs, feligity-and per- 
fection in another? The ſtrongeſt undoubt- 
edly that can be congeiyed of. The greateſt 
difficulty that can lie on men in the preſent 
ſtate, I:ſhould think, ſhould be, to be able to 
belicve that God can big ſo very gracigus as to 
deſign for them ſo great an happiness as tcy 
are 5 enconragatt to hape, for; but even SY 
ifficul- 
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Aﬀiculty is loſt and ſwallowed up in the in- 
finite benignity of the divine nature; and eſs 
pecially in the riches of his grace by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; when we know not what to ſay to 
#hiſe, this gives a full ſolution and anſyer, 
He that ſpared not bis own Son, but hath 
given him up for us all, bow ſhall be nut with 
Im alſo freely give us all things. Rom. viii. 
31, 32. But then all this is not what the 
ſons of men are forced into. They may 
counter- act the force of conſcience, be un- 
gratefully and unnaturally undutiful to their 
4 God, and heavenly Father; do the 
world and themſelves miſchief, if they will, 
and loſe the crown of i tality which 
God has put within their reach. God, to 
bring them, when they wander, to repent- 
ance and a better mind, gives them many 
warnings; to the ſtated warnings of his 
word, and their own conſciences, occaſion: 
ally adds thoſe of private and domeſtic af- 
flictions; ſometimes in an extraordinary way 
warns them by peſtilences, wars, and earth- 
5 that deſtroy their ten thouſands, and 


thoſe who are no greater ſinners than them- 
ſelves. And yet tis often found, that all is 
to no purpoſe : When now God thus calls 
and men 0/1 not bear, when be flretcheth 
out bis hand, and no man regardeth, what 
can the Almighty do with fuch people ? 
what is this chaff good for but to be caſt 
into the fire? When this obſtinacy and con- 


tempt 
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terpt of God is general, we know v 
e may do, by he he did by Sodom 
„re and ſuch things wicked cities 
and nations have reaſon. to look for every 
day. With regard to individuals, he has told 
us tak he will do; in this world he ſeldom 
puniſhes them in any proportion to the deme- 
rit of their fins ; — 8 hand the wicked 
may be in great power and his way proſ ; but 
this be has threatened he. will do there is 
an hereafter, there is an inviſible world. — 
which death diſmiſſeth all: There is a re- 
gion in that world (thoſe who can dare it 
ought to be told of it) where the ſmeak. ＋ 
the torment aſcendeth up for ever, where 
worm dieth not, and the: fire is not quenched 
2 when ſuch little creatures as men can 
age 27 800 the eternal God; when thoſe 
2 fo v good, can be ſo 
, y when w_ 
can neg 4 9 5 80 and ſlight the 
prize of eternal life which he has offered 
them; his awful jule in aſſigning them 


to the DAMNATION or AELL. is fully vig- 
dicated. 


I have now fniſhed the obſeryations ſug- 
geſted to my mind by the words in their con- 
nexion with the hiſtory ; and what remains 
is to endeavour to cloſe with tuch appli- 
cation as will ſuit the deſign of this day's 
aſſembling ; which, in the words of 

| "IM 3 is to implore 4 bleſſing 
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le "King and the Royal Fami, 
e the hiffory I dae been opening i; 
at of 'a very awful vetigtante brought on 
the witked cities of Sodom atd Ori 
And theſe are JF fürth ads an EXAMPLE; 1 
Roped. it would rot be an. imprope r in- 


Manic to be Held up before tlie es of 05 


A. fu and {| ſucht a bers nation as, b 
the folemn Work of this day, "we 1 
edge ourſelves to Be. The great God 7 
gert the world, and looks down, on the 
children of men, as he did on Sodom; ard 
-He thit Jeftebyea' rh ce city * for her ſins, 1s 
- Bifpleaſed wir us for our's, and the cala- 
© ities" with which He 7 77 Ae "defigt- 
d. to fgnify to'us that He is io A 
s \BLet 'nohe think, that 1 ah an com- 
"pariſon between Sodom that was deftroyed, 
and the city Which has Reely ſuffered ſo 


N M much 
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much by # tremendous earthquake: Liſbon 
no doubt had her fins ; but let us of all things 
beware of uncharitable interpretations of the 
divine judgments, and ſaying THEY were 

reater ſinners than ourſefves or others, be- 
cauſe they ſuffered ſuch things: What, though 
it be notorious that they bear a moſt malig- 
nant ſpight againſt our proteſtant commu- 
nion, and, if the like judgment which hath 
fallen on them had fallen on us, they would 
probably have conſidered it as the juſt judg- 
ment of God upon us for having departed 
from their faith: What, though that city 
has long diſtinguiſhed herſelf by fupporting 
the infernal inquiſitien; and in her ſkirts is 
the blood of many poor creatures who have 
fallen-the victims of that bloody tribunal, 
(O may this Providence work an eternal 
end to its power and to its being there) 
God forbid that we ſhould think they are 
on the whole greater ſinners than other 
nations, or than ourſelves: As to the ſtate 
of their manners, I do not know that the 
are worſe than we with our better faith and 
religion, (how can that well be?) and as 
to their religious cruelty, we are to conſider 
the prejudices under which they are born 
and educated ; that what is done in this kind 
is the act of a few wicked leaders managing 
the ignorance and bigotry of the many; 
and is more the crime of the religion than. 
ef the men who are bred up in it Beſides, 


D though 
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though that place has felt the ſevereſt effects 
of this judgment, many others have been 
viſited by it too, it has been felt in ſome de- 
gree by curſilves; inſtead therefore of pre- 
ſumptuouſly meaſuring the proportion of 

uilt by the proportion of calamity that has 
(4 ſuffered by one or by another, our 
only work is to humble ourſelves before 
God, in crder to obtain the pardon of. our 
crying fins, and the averting the judgments 

which we are threatened with. | 
The dreadful end of Sodom and Go 
morrah leads us to many thoughts preper 
for ſuch. a day as this: What the Scriptures 
have recorded concerning the fine fituation 
and plentiful foil of theſe tities, and the 
country. round about them, naturally brings 
to mind. our own national advantages in 
theſe reſpects; we too are fruitful, well 
watered every where, even as the garden of 
the Lord; God has happily thrown his own. 
wall of waters round about us every where 
for oui defence; and, what is not the pro- 
duce of our ſoil and climate, Commerce, 
the child of liberty, and which makes the 
whole world our own, readily imports and 
brings in.—And O now that I could ſtop 
here, and be able to trace the parallel no 
further! but who, that reads the account 
of Sodom's fins, the PRIDE, FULLNESS or 
BREADand ABUNDANCE OF IDLENESS Which 
was in Sodom and her daughters, HER 
: HAUGH=- 
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HAUGHTINESS and COMMITTING ABOMIz 
NATIONS— has not his thoughts directly 
carried into the vices of our modern times ? 

Who can help thinking — of MipNIGUr 
MASQUERADES ; ſecret afiignayons for A- 
MING ; ROUTS, RIOTS, and other diver- 
verſions of ſtrange names, names contrived 
as one would think, to inſult all decency 
names too of follies in which the DauGny- 
TERS OF BRITAIN are obſerved even to take 
the lead? Who can help thinking — of our 
luxury in dreſs and high expenſive living — 
of our lewdneſs, which is ſo open, fo avow- 
ed by many, and even boaſted of as a cm- 
parative virtue ;— laſtly, of the unnatural 
'vices, Which are more practiſed than fober 
ople can well conceive of ; vices, till 
lately, ſtrangers to our colder climate, and 
which are the abomination of God and man: 
Are decorum and order neceflary to the 
well being of ſociety ? Do vices of the kind 
I have mentioned, waſte the ſtrength, im- 
air the ſpirit, and root out the vitals of any- 
nation? They certainly do: If therefore, 
theſe are the iniquities of England and-of 
London, it is breaking its own conſtitution, ' 
and, without fire from heaven or earth- 
quakes from under the ground, it muſt die 
of itſelf : Above all, if there's a righteous 
God in Heaven, the cry of ſuch fms mult 
come up before him, and for hie 7hings 
fle will vit; and we muſt be beyond con- 
D 2 ception 
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ception ſtupid, if with what has fallen out 
ſo lately abroad, and in the uncertain tot- 
tering ſtate of every thing among us, we do 
not conſider ourſelves under a divine viſita- 
tion for our fins. 
With regard to the war we ſeem on the 
brink of, it is true the occaſion of that js the 
ambitious views of thoſe who delight i in war, 
and make our part, (which is on'y that of 
ſolf· defence) neceſſary: but even this is ul- 
fimately the work of God. The red of his 
anger, and the Rlaff of bis indignation, to cor- 
rect and puniſh a people who need to be 
corrected and deſerve to be puniſhed by it. 
With regard to earthquakes, the impreſ- 
ſion and terror of which is another thing that 
hath brought us together this day ; 1 will 
not ſuppole I am ſpeaking to any who will 
deny the hand of God to be in theſe emi- 
nently ; there are no doubt ſecret cauſes in 
nature to the immediate operation of which 
they are to be aſcribed ; but all theſe are 
only ſecond cauſes acting under the direc- 
tion of the great and firſt cauſe of all things. 
Aſſuming this then as a truth, I would 
obſerve, that though the ſtanding advan- 
tages God has vouchſafed to mankind, ſuch. 
as the light and dictates of conſcience, the 
ordinary courſes of things in Providence, 
and the noble means of grace in the goſpel, 
are ſufficient to lead them to ſeck after God, 
yet it is often found that amidſt them all 
men 
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men grow regardleſs of- him ; becaufe God 
in providence proceeds in a regular courſe 
of adminiſtration, too many mott abſurdly 


-doubt whether there is any providential 
government at all ; the great truths of the 
gotpel, by being long known-and often re- 
peated, tire upon the mind and loſe their in- 
fluence, and the common dictates of con- 
ſcience- come in time to be little attended 
to: The truth of all this is bitterly felt 
in the corruption and degeneracy of the 
chriſtian world under all its great advan- 
tages. 

In ſuch a ſtate of things now, tis an in- 
ſtance both of the wiſdom and goodneis of 
God, to ariſe and ſhew himſelf, that he may 
rouze and awaken a ſleepy careleſs world. 
J it not time for God to work when men have 
made void bis law? And if in ſuch circum- 
ſtances the Almighty is pleaſed to do @ new 
thing upon earth (as was ſaid of the judg- 
ment of God on Corah, Dathan and Abiram 
Lev. xvi. 29. who did not die the common 
death of ail men, and were not viſited after 
the vifitation of all men; fer the carth epened 
her mouth and ft allowed them up, and all the 
men that appertained to them; they went dteun 
alive into the fit, and the earth clofed wupbn 
them, and they periſhed from ameng the ccn- 
gregation) It, I fay, God does a new thing 
upen ihe eartÞ, all that are wile and obſerve 


things 
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things muſt acknowledge that he takes g 
proper method of aſſerting himſelf, of de- 
claring his power and juſtice, and his diſ- 
pleaſure at the ſins of men; ſuch a new 
thing he has now done in the earthquake in 
Liſbon and Morocco, and the convulſions 
by which half the globe, to the great ter- 
ror of its inhabitants has been ſhaken ſince. 

What now is the end of God in all theſe 
things? Has not hrs rod @ voice crying to: the 
city, and to the land? it certainly has, and 
the men of wiſdom will hear his name. Tis 
poſſible there may be ſome among us to 
whom we may ſeem as pes that mock, 
and who inwardly laugh at this our faſting 
and humiliation, treating it as a ſolemn — 
but there are perſons whom nothing but 
their own feelings will awaken, and, to any 
good purpoſes, hardly theſe. The once or 
pulent city of Liſbon is laid in ruins, the 
earth is ſtill heaving, as it were, under our 
feet, and ſome places in our own country 
have had their thocks. We ore on the brink 
of a war, and called upon by our good king 


to beg the divine bleſſing upon his fleets and 


armies : War, whatever may be its final e- 
vent and iſſue, is a dreadful evil: In all 
probability it may be attended, among us, 
with an invaſion of the kingdom, and a re- 
bellion among ourſelves; and what the con- 
— of this may be who can tell ?. 

The 
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The wounds of the laſt rebellion are hardly 
healed. | 
The voice of theſe earthquakes in parti- 
cular is an alarm to” the whole european 
world; for, more or leſs, all Europe has 
felt them: I think they may be conſidered 
as the frown of providence upon that reſtleſs 
ambition which has thrown this part of the 
lobe into its preſent military commotion 
th by ſea and land. Tis methinks, the 
voice of God from under the ground to all 
who are fomenting wars 2p it, and ſpeaks 
in this ſort of language, Who are you 
<« that are fo intent on increaſing territory 
„ and dominion ; and want to give law to 
ce the world? The earth is mine, fo is the 
e great and wide ſea. Do you not ſee how 
« eafily I can put an end to all your pre- 
& tenftons, by reducing the whole object of 
« yonr ſtruggles to a mixed choas ? Do you 
* boaſt of your artillery and ſkill in mines 
% and ſieges? See what I can do when I 
« lay my fiege to your flouriſhing cities; 
*« what a heap of rubbiſh I can make them, 
in a few hours.” 

But to come down from ſuch wide and 
extenſive views to things of a more private 
and perſonal concern. While God has been 
alarming us all, he has ſent his deſolating 
judgments on one trading city with which 
ours had great and intereſting connexions: 


May 
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May the ſurvivors of Liſbon's fall haue grace 
to improve the hand of God upon them to 
all the good ends to which it is improvea- 
ble; and may London be warned by her 


ſiſter city's fate; and repent of all her fins. 


May that city's fall lead us into a lively con- 
viction of the inſtability of all worldly de- 
pendencies: You ſce there is no proper re- 
elizing of any thing in this World. Ve 
lade no continuing city here, and therefore 


ſhould be earneſt in ſeeking one to come; the 


city which bath foundations, whoje builder and 
maker 1s God. Go to now, ye that ſay, to day 
er to morrow we will go into ſuch a city, and 
continue there a year, and buy and ſell and 
get gain: whereas ye know not what ſhall be 
en the merrow. Jam. iv. 13, 14. In how few 
hours was that city, its wealth, and the 
owners of that wealth buried in one com- 
mon ruin? My friends, if we will be wiſe, 
we ſhall endeavour to make ſure of ſome- 
thing of which we can have a firmer te- 
pure, than we have of any thing in this 
life, or than we can have. of life itſelf ; and 
fuch a thing is to had if we will ſeek atter 
it; enduring ſubſience, beyond the reach of 
accidents, and immoverble as the throne of 
God himſelf : This a gracious God offers 
through his dear Son to all who commit 
themſclves to his conduct, and are willing 
to be his diſciples: And can we heſitate one 

<a | | moment 
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moment Fhether we will mäke this world, 
or another, the matter of our choice; . 
preme — * and warmeſt purſuit ? Such 
4 ſhock as We are now thinking of, ſhould 
determine that queſtioh for us ſor ever) and 
command OT to look at the fn ngs FO 
are ſeen hich are remporul, but ut thi 
hich art not ſcen and which-are btenul. "ot 
„ draw towards 4 cloſe of all; it may 
anſwer the purpoſes of this day's acemi 
if! you will review ſomèe of the obſervations 
Finale oh the text, with an application to 
ſelves; and when I have Annen vou to 
do this T will conchide. * 12 Toft 11 
As pk Have heard a alt fi is dif 
pleafing to 'Urdighty God, think of 'this 
With application to yourſelves; and may it 
be a warning to you aj — ſin, and 
chat eſpecially Funde ' eaflly' be May 
Jod hel Feb ene of us is My te male 
in duch for his own fas. and' whatever 
they may be, to nitike a ſucrifice of them 
to our Hopes of having the evils we ure af 
i of, dyerted, and obtaining the bleſſings 
we pray zd with: n: 
ont have heard that God is not ſpeedy in 
ect his deſerved wrath. His forbear- 
ance, of this our ſinful land is an evidence 
of this; and ho of us is not an evidence 
of it, in one degree or other? Have we not 
all reaſon to admire * patience of God in 
pre- 


dhe ſoul, and the prize of a bleſſed 


. 
the juſt and deſerred conſe- 
Fane 6 of our many tranſgreſſions and 


Loet us remember Jaſt with application 
togurſelyes how much tis the concern of men 
to attend with ſeriouſneſs to all the warnings 
God is, pleaſed: to give them. Whenever 
God has a voice we ſhould have an ear to 
hear. + If indeed God never ſpeaks,” and 
thoſe, who talk to you about your duty your 
danger, and the way of being fafe and hap- 
py, talk nothing to: the purpoſe, treat cher 
as credulous fools pt 9 knaves; but 
if they know what they ff „and ſpeak 


| becauſe they love you, and there is that 2 | 


ality in religious concerns, with 2 
which they would impreſs you, conji 
ſouls to attend to them as you cough 
Tis not a time for levity and 58 


e your 


2 d ts 
rn 
is at hazard : I wink that God, b TI iy 
lamities with, which he Hatt vi 
nations, and may. vilit this, brings 8 = 
the unſeen — directly within our view 
and notice: what can do this if the thought 
of. fo, many thoufands of our fellow. erea- 
0 gang, all at once into e ernity Will 
not 
10 conclude all; The work of 

is a national repentance and. e 5 
and Pune never had a. nation a louder , 
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this than we, if we conſider the compli! 
cated danger we are in, and the 8 
cy of God towards us, in yet leaving us 
when he has taken others. May his good- 
2efs lead us to repentance. The nation is now 
on its knees before God, in all the decent 

ces of devotion ; but tis proper that 
we ſhould be put in mind that the faſt which 
God hath choſen and likes, is not to be on- 


ly the work of a day, but lies in breaking 


off from all our fins. If we do not 
the buſinets of the day into this — x" 
we are now about is enly a folemn mockiag 
of God, and nl 
ſigned to — Hear the word of the 
2 rules of $000M ; give car to the law 
of your 7 Ga le of 60MORR AH. To what 
pſe ts tude of your ſacrifices unto 
me, faith the — Jam full of the burnt- 
wferings | of rams and the fat of fed beats; 
and 1 delight not in the hlood of budlocks, or of 
lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come to ap- 
pear before me, who hath required this at your 
hands to tread my courts? Bring no more vain 
ablations ; incenſe is an — to me; the 
new moons and fabbaths, the calling of affem- 
Shes I cannot away ith : It is iniguity cven 
the folemn meeting. Your new mgons and your 
appointed feaſts my foul hateth : They are a 


 Frouble ro me, I am weary to bear them. And 
when you ſpread forth your hands, I ill 
| E 2 


bide 
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hide mine eyes from you : Na wohen ye make 
ers 1 will not hear : Your hands are 


Jul of blood. Waſh ye, make you clean, put 


away, the. evil f your doings from before mine 
eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do uell, ſeek 
judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fa- 


 therleſs, plead for the widow. Came now and 


lt ts. reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: Tho 
your - fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
ſnow, tho” they be red like crimſon, they ſhall 
be nool. Tf. ye be willing and obedient ye 
Pall eat the. gtd f the land : But i ye re: 
fuſe. and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured with the 


Noord: For the mouth of the Lord bath ſpoken 


it. II. i. 10o— 21. 91 C2 Ren 

And yet there is one thing may be fore- 
ſeen without any ſpirit of prophecy. This 
is a day of general devotion: but what will 
to morrow, what will next week be? Will 
not the miſer return again to his bags, the 


drunkard to his bottle, and the man of plea- 


ſure to his pleaſure? and every ſinner 
40 his choice and choſen fin? Will the 
houſes of vain amuſement be after this more 
thin, and the houſe of God more full ? 1 


am afraid not. As it was in the days of Lot, 


men will be eating and drinking, buying and 


ſelling, building and planting, Luke xvii. 28. 


and the way of providing tor an everlaſting 
ſtate as little thought of as the deſtruction 
of the city by fire from heaven was, by the 


people 


TL 
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ens will mak £ 
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= the true uſe of all theſe thin dar 


to God BRIAN of. AS 
[fake er ſuch warnings and ſuch ſparing — 


an an r x7. we do 
not repent 2 ways, it will be 


more tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodom 


and Gomorrah than for us. Ma ag 
us all. grace to ſhun the, vices 


we live ihj, and ſeve'ourſefves ly 

toward 45 8 75 N bein hy 
us ſom perſons of fag unaffectedd 25 
like Lots in Sodom, the calamities may be 
prevented which might otherwiſe fall upon 
the nation; if not, good men may be Pee” 
ſetved in a fitve of Zeneral * 


if they ſhould ſafer with a ſinful 158975 
ſhall 225 be condemned with it; "bu Wen 


the wicked ge away into everlaſung puniſp- 
ment, they Fall enter imo that life eternal 


which is the g. gift 4 God i EP 795 . 
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2 25 I. 
Tung Abe e with ah Ker 


ore. Jehovah ſtood, 
And ITT „ | 


For guiky Sodom d. 
IK 1 
With what besch. Abbe en FER 
Was his petition crown'd ? 
The Lord would ſpare if in the place 
Ten  ighteous men were Kind. 


If. 


And could a fingle holy foul | 

Such wond'rous grace obtain ? 
And ſhall, O God! a nation plead, 
And plead with thee in vain ? 


IV, 

Britain, all-guilty as ſhe is, 

Some holy ſouls may boaſt ; 
See! their united pray rs aſcend, 
And ſhall theſe pray'rs be loſt? 


3970 
bk ene V. 
Are not the righteous dear to Thes 
| Now as in ancient times? 
Or doth this ſinful land excced 


Gomorrah in her crimes ? 
— "ov | 
Lord! we are thine; we bear thy nant; 
_ Here yet is thine abode ; 55 a 
Long has thy preſence bleſt our land, 
Forſake us not, O God. 
Dread Lord ! let not thine anger burn 
If we thy ſuppliants bow, | 
And fay, ti _ vouthſafe thy grace 
. We will not let thee go. 
8 VIII. 
Oh may the people, prince and prieff 
Thy ſaving mercy ſhare, NY 
And know thee oy that glorious name 
Fhe God that k pray r. 
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